UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000

PERSONNEL AND
READINESS

The Honorable Adam Smith
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

JUN 1 2 2020

Dear Mr. Chairman:
The enclosed report responds to Senate Report 114-255, page 205, accompanying S.
2943, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017, which requests the
Department to provide a quarterly report on the effectiveness of the Autism Care Demonstration
(ACD). This report covers the fourth-quarter of FY 2019, with data from July 2019 through
September 2019.
Beneficiary and provider participation in the ACD is robust, but we remain concerned
about the lack of measureable clinical outcomes in previous reports. Therefore, this report
pauses the reporting of outcome measures in order to complete a more detailed review and
analysis. The next reporting of outcome measures will be included in the annual report
anticipated to publish by July 1, 2020. Additionally, the Department will provide a
comprehensive analysis after the conclusion of the ACD, which is currently set for December
2023. A comprehensive rewrite of the ACD is also underway to improve support to beneficiaries
and their families by providing more information about autism spectrum disorder and linking
beneficiaries to the right care at the right time.
The Department is committed to ensuring military dependents diagnosed with autism
spectrum disorder have timely access to medically necessary and appropriate Applied Behavior
Analysis services. Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our
Service members, veterans, and their families. I am sending an identical letter to the Senate
Armed Services Committee.
Sincerely,
//signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated
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The Honorable William M. "Mac" Thornberry
Ranking Member
Committee on Armed Services
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Representative Thornberry:
The enclosed report responds to Senate Report 114-255, page 205, accompanying S.
2943, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017, which requests the
Department to provide a quarterly report on the effectiveness of the Autism Care Demonstration
(ACD). This report covers the fourth-quarter of FY 2019, with data from July 2019 through
September 2019.
Beneficiary and provider participation in the ACD is robust, but we remain concerned
about the lack of measureable clinical outcomes in previous reports. Therefore, this report
pauses the reporting of outcome measures in order to complete a more detailed review and
analysis. The next reporting of outcome measures will be included in the annual report
anticipated to publish by July 1, 2020. Additionally, the Department will provide a
comprehensive analysis after the conclusion of the ACD, which is currently set for December
2023. A comprehensive rewrite of the ACD is also underway to improve support to beneficiaries
and their families by providing more information about autism spectrum disorder and linking
beneficiaries to the right care at the right time.
The Department is committed to ensuring military dependents diagnosed with autism
spectrum disorder have timely access to medically necessary and appropriate Applied Behavior
Analysis services. Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our
Service members, veterans, and their families. I am sending an identical letter to the Senate
Armed Services Committee.
Sincerely,
//signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated
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The Honorable Jack Reed
Ranking Member
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

JUN 1 2 2020

Dear Senator Reed:
The enclosed report responds to Senate Report 114-255, page 205, accompanying S.
2943, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017, which requests the
Department to provide a quarterly report on the effectiveness of the Autism Care Demonstration
(ACD). This report covers the fourth-quarter of FY 2019, with data from July 2019 through
September 2019.
Beneficiary and provider participation in the ACD is robust, but we remain concerned
about the lack of measureable clinical outcomes in previous reports. Therefore, this report
pauses the reporting of outcome measures in order to complete a more detailed review and
analysis. The next reporting of outcome measures will be included in the annual report
anticipated to publish by July 1, 2020. Additionally, the Department will provide a
comprehensive analysis after the conclusion of the ACD, which is currently set for December
2023. A comprehensive rewrite of the ACD is also underway to improve support to beneficiaries
and their families by providing more information about autism spectrum disorder and linking
beneficiaries to the right care at the right time.
The Department is committed to ensuring military dependents diagnosed with autism
spectrum disorder have timely access to medically necessary and appropriate Applied Behavior
Analysis services. Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our
Service members, veterans, and their families. I am sending an identical letter to the House
Armed Services Committee.
Sincerely,
//signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated
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The Honorable James M. lnhofe
Chairman
Committee on Armed Services
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Mr. Chairman:

The enclosed report responds to Senate Report 114-255, page 205, accompanying S.
2943, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year (FY) 2017, which requests the
Department to provide a quarterly report on the effectiveness of the Autism Care Demonstration
(ACD). This report covers the fourth-quarter of FY 2019, with data from July 2019 through
September 2019.
Beneficiary and provider participation in the ACD is robust, but we remain concerned
about the lack of measureable clinical outcomes in previous reports. Therefore, this report
pauses the reporting of outcome measures in order to complete a more detailed review and
analysis. The next reporting of outcome measures will be included in the annual report
anticipated to publish by July 1, 2020. Additionally, the Department will provide a
comprehensive analysis after the conclusion of the ACD, which is currently set for December
2023. A comprehensive rewrite of the ACD is also underway to improve support to beneficiaries
and their families by providing more information about autism spectrum disorder and linking
beneficiaries to the right care at the right time.
The Department is committed to ensuring military dependents diagnosed with autism
spectrum disorder have timely access to medically necessary and appropriate Applied Behavior
Analysis services. Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our
Service members, veterans, and their families. I am sending an identical letter to the House
Armed Services Committee.
Sincerely,
//signed//
Matthew P. Donovan
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R
Enclosure:
As stated

